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Monday 22nd June 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
We are coming to an end of the term this Friday and in the current situation we cannot offer our Summer 
Scheme but we are going to try and stay around for you until Friday 10th July for a morning of Summer Play @ 
Arvalee so that we can help any child that we can. There is a lot of building work scheduled so we have limited 
space but we will do our best to give your child some time with us if he/she needs it. 
 
Each day our SUMMER PLAY @ ARVALEE will be held in school 10am - noon from Monday 29th June until Friday 
10th July. You need to get in touch to get information about when your child can come. 
 
In the afternoon we will have a SUMMER FUN with a CORENI broadcast on Facebook live at 2pm which your child 
can access at home. We will forward more information about this by Friday. 
 
If you need us, please phone the school directly. Let us know by 3pm on Thursday 25 June so that we can let you 
know what is happening. We still cannot offer free access to the building and the guidance is still to limit numbers 
and minimise contact. With the essential building work, this may cause a few issues as the building and 
playground usage will be limited. 
 
After 10th July the EA will hopefully have some fun activities online which we will be able to share with you to 
help fill the summer period with activity for your child. Arvalee will then complete the construction and prepare 
to reopen. 
 
Regarding August and September opening, only partial guidance from DE has been forthcoming for special 
schools but I hope to be in touch with you before 10th July with a plan to get your child back to school. This will 
include some details about your class teacher, start times and attendance. 
 
It continues to be very difficult to put together a full picture. Uniform information is on the Web site and the 
school is awaiting guidance on Transport and how many pupils the school can bring in on a given day. We can 
assure you that the School leadership and staff want to ensure that we see all our pupils safely back in the new 
term and are working to make this happen. We are looking at trying to open from the week beginning 24th 
August to support the pupils getting induction days in the building in limited numbers as things may be confusing 
and different. 
 
A Social Story is being constructed and we hope to get it out with you this week. Videos of the buildings, 
playgrounds and classrooms will be put on the website and shared with you before our return. 
 
Over the years we have had difficult times, we’ve had a school amalgamation in 2004, we’ve had buildings not fit 
for purpose, a fire in 2012 that destroyed 90% of the school, in 2016 we had the challenge of moving to a new 
school building and over the years we have had challenges as the school grew in numbers and we had not enough 
classrooms but this has been the most difficult period I have seen. 
 
In saying that I have seen the most heart-warming compassion, the love you have shown to your child, the care, 
the patience and the inner strength to keep going has been inspirational.  I, as the school Principal, am inspired by 
every parent and carer. This has been so hard on your child and yet you have tirelessly kept going. You know me 
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well enough that at times I have to be distant to try and get the best for your child and at this time I can’t really 
put into words how your child-centred focus has emotionally impacted on me. It is a privilege to be able to be 
involved with a great staff team in doing the small things we have been able to do and as always we only wish we 
could do more. 
 
Can I humbly thank-you for every moment of encouragement, of honesty in your darkest moments and your 
understanding of our own situations as a staff as well. My heart was with you all and I pray for your continued 
strength. 
 
If I could channel the resolve, fortitude, partnerships between home and school, teamwork from a wonderful 
staff and positivity through some of these darkest moments into our next term, we would indeed return stronger 
from this as a school community. 
 
But times are still challenging, answers are still not there, and I am aware that these are only words. None of us 
know the future or what will happen but let’s work together towards brighter days, towards seeing our very 
special children grow, learn and achieve together. 
 
Our mantra through this period has been “do what we can, with what we have”. The school has policies and 
procedures to be adhered that protect the child, staff members and parents and through them we should always 
strive to take this resolve forward as a school, to put our ethos into action and take up the cause for each child 
under our care. 
 
Thank you for your understanding, your support and the privilege to get to know your child. 
 
The staff wanted to share this clap for our families as a reminder to you of how we hold you all in high esteem 
and in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
God bless 
 
Jonathan 
 
Principal 
 


